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Literature Circles work well when there is a theme or commonality to the types of books you select for each

run. These books will be varied in reading level, and length however each book should have a similar feel to it.
It's my opinion that you limit yourself if you only stick to the theme of the book.
Examples of ways I’ve grouped books in the past:
1. Thesame author (Louis Sachar, Roald Dahl, Lois Lowry),

(]

Similar types of main characters (Personified animals, 5th Grade students...)

Story lines (plot-twists, Flash Packs, Hidden Worilas, Horeshadowing... ),
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LITERATURE CIRCLE BOOKS

+Books grouped by a commonality that vary in level & length:’
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+WEEKLY READING ASSIGNMENTS

A+ Literature Circle Groups \Veeklv Reading Asswnments & Due Dates '
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+LITERATURE CIRCLE GROUPS

A —Separate students into groups of 4-6 based on their choice & ability* * .
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At the end of each Weekly Reading Assignment, before assigning the next chapters. Each group meets
together to discuss what they previously read. | give anywhere from 2-8 minutes of a “Free” discussion.
Students can discuss whatever they like, so long as one person is talking and the conversation is based on
the book. After their Free Discussion, students grab a pair of dice and the Roll & Respond sheet for the week.
Each Roll & Respond sheet is focused on a reading Strategy. Students take turns rolling the die to determine

their question, then | give them 2 minutes to prepare a 30 second well thought, backed with textual
evidence response. Students then take turns sharing their question and answers with the group. | love these
Roll & Respond pages because they keep group discussion focused, and supported. At the end of the
discussion the group rates their discussion & participation. Try this FREE Download in your classroom!
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| use these Strategy Focused Bookmarks to assign the weekly Literature Circle Reading Assignments. Each
week, | meet with each group after their group discussion **#| use the sirategy focused Roll & Respond Sheets
to guide the discussion. Students turn in their bookmark from the week before, and | give them a new
Strategy Focused Bookmark. We do a quick review of that week’s strategy, then students write down their
new reading assignment for the coming week **Notice the top of the bookmark. These bookmarks are

editable through google slides. Students have the week to complete the reading and the prompts on the
bookmark. Each week they turn in their bookmark, and get a new one until the literature circle concludes. |
LOVE these because the students reading is focused and supported, all while reading a book of their choice.
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At the end of every Literature Circle Rotation we conclude with a
non-traditional Book Report! The students love it and it gives each of
the students time to reflect, as well as an opportunity to share their

book with the rest of the class. Click anywhere on the image to read
a blog post that highlights my favorite ideas for Book Reports!
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