
The Luckiest of Charms

Learn about 13 of the luckiest charms 
from all over the world as well as 
their fascinating history and meaning!

 Questions   |    Reading compRehension

Lucky charms and symbols from all over the world



Every culture and country has a different symbol, or even object that is considered lucky. With 

each lucky charm comes a fascinating history deep-rooted in folklore, myths, legend and even 

religion. Wether someone was looking for wealth and prosperity, protection, or just a little bit of 

luck, these charms just might be just the place to start! 
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Name : ________________________________________________________

LadyBuG

Acorn

The number Eight

Scarab

Neko

Nazar

SAppHire

Dala Horse

Carp Scales

WorRy Dolls

Pysanka

Penny

Ladybugs are considered lucky in many cultures. In 
fact, in Germany they are called, “Glueckskaefer” 
Which literally translates to “lucky bugs.” It is thought 
the number of spots on their back is related to how 
much luck they will bring you. 

Germany:

England:

China:

Egypt:

Japan:

Turkey:

israel:

Sweden:

Poland:

Guatemala:

Ukraine:

United States:

The Irish & others may consider 7 to be the luckiest 
number, but in China they would argue it’s the #8. The 
word for 8 in Chinese sounds a lot like the word for 
prosperity. The shape of the number is also balanced w/ 
two curves. Leading to balance & harmony in your life. 

The Nazar has been used for thousands of years and 
likely originated in the Mediterranean. The Nazar is a 
glass bead layered in blue and white with a black dot in 
the middle. Nazars are thought to provide protection and 
ward off bad luck caused from the “evil eye”. 

Acorns are another symbol thought to bring luck by many 
different cultures. It likely originated with the Norse 
people who thought the acorn would bring wisdom and 
good fortune. The english used to carry acorns in their 
pockets as they went to battle for protection & power.

The Scarab beetle being used as a good luck charm in 
Egypt dates back as far as 2345 B.C. IT was associated 
with the Egyptian god Khepri. The beetle symbolized new 
life and typically had touches of green added to it to 
represent new growth. 

The Maneki Neko cat statue is recognized by its friendly 
paw waving hello. Maneki in Japanese means beckoning. 
It is believed the cat will bring money and prosperity to 
those that display it. The cat comes in different colors; 
white=happiness, black=protection, green=health, 
calico=extreme good luck! 

This gorgeous blue gemstone has been used for 
thousands of years across different cultures. It is known as 
a stone of wisdom, and royalty. It was believed to bring 
protection, spiritual insight, power, strength, kindness, and 
wise judgement. It was believed both King Solomon and 
Abraham wore Sapphires. 

The Dala or Dalecarlian horses were first carved    
hundreds of years ago by the Swedish people.  Dalecarlian 
refers to the language or dialect spoken by the people that 
lived in Darlana. Today the horse is a symbol  of good luck, 
and thought to bring strength and dignity. Typically the 
horses are painted red, white, or green. 

In Poland, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic a traditional 
Christmas dinner was fresh Carp. So fresh it was 
encouraged to let the Carp swim in your bathtub until is 
was time to eat. After the fish is consumed people still 
today will carry a few scales in their wallet for the next 12 
months. Doing this was believed to bring good fortune. 

Worry Dolls, originated hundreds of years ago. Standing only 
2 inches tall, and dressed in bright colors, the worry doll was 
believed to bring peace and rest to whoever used it. Worry 
Dolls were used by those that had trouble sleeping, and 
children with fears or anxiety. To use you would tell your 
worries to the doll, then place it under your pillow.

A Pysanka is a Ukrainian Easter Egg. No one knows the 
exact date, the use of Pysanka can be traced back to 
ancient times. It was believed that the more Pysanka that 
were decorated, the stronger hold good had over evil. 
Different symbols brought different things: wheat=health, 
birds=happiness, deer=strength, fish=wealth

This coin was first created in 1787, and was reported as being 
designed by Benjamin Franklin himself. There’s an Old Wives 
Tale that a woman should put a wedding in her shoe on her 
wedding day, and that a penny should be picked up only if it’s 
face up. Anciently, it was believed that metal came from the 
god’s and likely led to the thought of a lucky copper penny!

Long before the penny, coins have been thought to bring luck for thousands of years. 
According to the English, coins with a hole in them are luckiest of all. It was thought that if you 
kept a coin with a hole in it you would never be without money. Perhaps the luckiest coin of all 
is the Feng Shui Coins, or Chinese Lucky Coins. You better believe these ancient good luck 
charms even have a hole in them! Feng Shui originated as many as 6,000 years ago and was 
a secret forbidden to outsiders. Feng Shui deals with the placement, construction, and use of 
objects to bring happiness, and harmony. Feng Shui coins were thought to bring the energy of 
money, good luck and abundance. These coins have a Yin and a Yang side. The Yang side 
has 4 characters, the Yin side has two. Yin & Yang symbolize balance and harmony. 

Want More?
Head to 

www.onlemonlane.com 

for a free crossword 

puzzle to test your knowledge on 

lucky charms around, and an awesome 

tutorial for a Chinese coin bracelet!
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Name : ________________________________________________________
What was something you found interesting from the reading? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

If you could have or use one of the  Lucky Charms, which would it be and why?________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

What was something that surprised you from the reading? __________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Do you have a lucky Charm? Describe it. If not describe a time you felt like you 

lucked out.   ________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 Why do you think across the span of so many cultures, they all seem to have Lucky 

Charms in Common? __________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
continue to learn! there are many other charms, objects, animals, shapes, traditions, and 
things considered to be lucky! Find one not listed, research where it started, and what 
it’s believed to bring to the person using it. (goldfish, elephants, laughing buddha, bamboo, 
dream catchers, cornicello, alligator teeth, keys, golden toad, milagros, parisian yarn 
dolls, triangles, circles, pigs, tumi, wishbone, swallow, moles, chimney sweep…etc!
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7 of the most iconic irish lucky charms & Traditions

corResponding 
Act iv i t ies

Free at Teachers Pay Teachers

Free at www.onlemonlane.com

Visit www.onlemonlane.com for a 

FREE and extremely simple Lucky Gold 

Chinese Coin Bracelet tutorial

Supplies for an entire class or even 
grade level cost next to nothing!
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Name : ________________________________________________________
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