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THE HISTORY BEHIND THE HOLIDAY 17th. Even though millions of people

all over the world enjoy this day by
Name: wearing green or serving festive
foods or traditions, very few know the history behind the celebration! Have you ever wondered
who St. Patrick wase Why we decorate with <hamrocks, or try to camouflage our selves from
leprechauns2 Do you wonder about anythina associated witi this day?

The history behind the celebraiio 't the early life of St. Patrick, but
what we do know is that ne itair,, (not Ireland like many
assume.) When he was 14 relund to work as a

slave. According to ni
him to escape slavenr

Ultimately he escc I EA‘ H IN ‘ o Eritain was
docked. Upon ar ccnverted to

M ir. a dream telling

Christianity. It wc ravel back to
Ireland, the hon he went back
to Ireland evzn Q— sicn from the
Roman Cattolic% v d face, he
traveled back” ristianity to
the Irish people ' on March
17th, 461. The sc

Today Saint Pcric
believed that he L
about his belief of i
Father, the other ihe
believed to represent |

Before Christianity sprecd 1.

Pagan believing in Celtic Poly.. 0
of what we know about Celtic my.:

Patrick, who describes a vision in which nc _uid their
beliefs. Without the recordings from other Christian monks, inuch of
what we know today would be lost because the teachings of these
beliefs were passed on orally.

In Celtic Mythology there are many gods and goddesses. They even

believed that there was a group that lived underground that they ™ TO DISCOVER WHY SNAKES ARE
referred to as fairies. This is where leprechauns or the “wee folk,” DEPICTED IN THIS PICTURE.

come into play! leprechauns were believed to be a type of fairy. To be clear were not talking the
type of fairy you've read about in story books. These fairies were believed to be mischievous,
deceptive, and even dangerous! leprechauns were the cobblers to this fairy race.
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Celtic: Kelt-ic Iron-Age Europeans, such as Welsh, Irish, Scottish. Polytheism: The belief in more than one god.  Cobbler: a

person who makes, or repairs shoes. Mythology: A collection of stories of myths that a culture tells to describe or explain events.



They made the shoes they wore, and were paid with a gold coin. They kept their gold in a cauldron
and hid it from others in the Irish Countryside. Legend says if you find a leprechaun, he will reveal were
he hides his pot of gold. That's right HE, there are only male leprechauns. Beware though, these
tricksters will try to get you to look away and in an instance disappear.

One tale of a man that caught a leprechaun survives today. He says that a leprechaun told him his pot
of gold was buried beneath a tree in the woods. He took the man to the free, but the man realized he
didn’'t have a shovel. So the man marked the free with a red x, set the leprechaun free, and quickly
went home to grab a shovel. He returned moments later only to find every tree in the forest marked
with the same red x!

There have been other Leprechaun sightings since, leprechauns are even an Endangered Specie and
are protected by law in a small Irish town called Carlingford! If you plan on catching a leprechaun, the
one thing all leprechaun hunters agree that you will need i 'ick. The most sought after lucky charm in

Ireland is a 4 Leaf Clover. 4-Leaf clovers aie not to be confused Ly the shamrock that St. Patrick holds.
This lucky charm out dates both 51. Patr  himself.

The 4-Leaf clover, is very rure. ! ‘aaf clover to every 10,000
three leaf clovers or shamrc thology, taught that this
ancient Irish symbol of luc "hern to see fairies. They
believed the clover p 1, fcith, hope, love,

and ... you guessed it 1 ic catch and
outsmart a leprechac

While you're at it, I l : l & C I I IN C Hif /ou wear green,
you will be invisib! Sreenis the
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because ther,
that coverit'{lc

.cial color of St.
hcuns were
Q‘ iovement in the
L% ppfopriate
nc leafy trees

As you celebiat celebration to a
friend or a lov=ad areeen, make sure
to keep an ear lis o€ nd says that’s
how you know 2 L . o' goldricher by

the end of the cay
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HRT WAS SOMETHING

(HDESCRIBE A LESSON YOU CAN QPPL | ON THE LIFE oF & (HPATRICK?

vﬁ)m WAS SOMETHING THRT SURPRISED YOU FROM THE READING?

I-(OOW WOULD YOU OUTSMART A LEPRECHAUN?
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magician in Celtic Mythology '
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Name: 2 (st. patrick is credited for the
) spread of Christianity to the
people.
D 4 'Today we wear to
R avoid being pinched.
Fi U ,
A|R|C|H | 5 |St. Patrickwasa______ for
I ‘G olLlp seven years.
S Ps| |r ,
'L EIPIRIEICIHIAIUIN L E 7 | Leprechauns are protected
A 'M AILIE by law in
clols|B|L[E|R]S vl [N :
E L L HIAIMIRTELIR 9 Iron-Age Europeans such as
L U | Y Welsh, Irish, and Scottish.
FlEJA[S]|T]| IS|E|V]E|N|T]E]E|N]|T]|H o /
| G H 4 rﬁ_ﬁ" :: At : i iTnc ~fficial color of St.
C F i3 EIE — "a“——]
S [H]Alm][r]o]| k] | T —
R i ories or
P | - > pasces
ClAJuFL[p|RrT O]
U [ A\ Y
o1
[ . K r

3 (It is believed St. Patrick died z
// l‘

on 17,in 461.
— i
11 |The
4 [The fairies paid their tap)in,
cobblers with a leprach
. “—
coin.
PER——
13 |st. Pa‘rici

6 |Wee-Folk known as
Patrick.
A Y

2 f—_—
8 | Leprechauns are only ——
14 |st, patricks ¢ ay is
on the .
é

p -
9 |Leprechauns were —

to the fairy race. § 16 |A 4 |eaf is verv rarc
N




74 A g A% (5 A ¥ NN \Y) % ¥ N A \ ) [ N NN N

CORRESPONDING

ACTIVITIES

TEACHING

n v g 2ot

FREE AT WWW ONLEHONLANE COH

%Mﬂw%

7 OF THE MOST ICONIC IRISH LUCKY CHARMS & TRADITIONS)‘
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VISIT FOR A
FREE AND EXTREMELY SIMPLE LUCKY GOLD
CHINESE COIN BRACELET TUTORTAL

SUPPLIES FOR AN ENTIRE CLASS OR EVEN I T :
GRADE LEVEL COST NEXT TO NOTHING! FREE AT TEACHERS PAY TEACHERS i
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