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A Pysanka is a Ukrainian Easter Egg. No one knows the exact date, but the 
use of a Pysanky can be traced back to ancient times. It was believed that 
the more Pysanka that were decorated throughout the year, the stronger 
hold good had over evil. The word pysanky comes from the Ukrainian word 
“pysanky,” which means, to write. Writing is precisely what one does when 
decorating a pysanka. Instead of using ink and a pen, or lead and a 
pencil… they use beeswax, and a Kistka. A kistka is basically a stick similar in 
size to a pencil, with a small funnel attached at the end. A pysanky artist 
would scoop beeswax into the small funnel then heat the metal funnel over 
a candle until the wax drizzled through the opening. This allows them to 
write with the wax onto the egg. When the egg is placed into a dye, the 
wax resists the dye and prevents it from coloring the egg where the wax 
has been placed.The process of writing intricate designs and symbols on 
the egg, then soaking with dye is repeated. Once the artist is finished and 
the final layer of dye has colored the egg, traditionally black, the artist then 
takes the egg and holds it to a flame. The heat from the flame melts the 
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Name : ________________________________________________________

Ladder | BANds

Dots | Small CircLes 

Sun |Windmills

Flowers | POppies

Deer | Horses

Pine NeedLes

CuRls

RaM’s HoRns

The Evergreen needles represent youth, rebirth, health, 
stamina and a long life.

Represents the sun and the stars. Meant to 
symbolize warmth, fortune, life, growth, or memories. 

Ladders suggest prosperity, or rising above 
problems. Any band that circles around the egg can 
suggest eternity, a long life, or the circle of life. 

Flowers are thought to represent female & qualities such as 
goodwill, charity,  friendship, growth, and love. The poppy is 
a favorite symbol in Ukraine & represents beauty & joy. 

Head to 

www.onlemonlane.com 

for a free crossword 

puzzle to test your knowledge on 

these lucky charms and an awesome 

tutorial for a Chinese coin bracelet!

©teachingonlemonlane
wax, the wax is then wiped away revealing beautiful 
colors and designs. The result is completely beautiful and 
leaves you a little awe-struck when you consider the 
process. This process is very well thought out from the 
beginning, even the details down to the colors used and 
what symbols are written. The symbols and colors used to 
decorate and dye the pysanka were thought to bring, 
and mean different things. This means the artist would 
design the egg based on what they thought was needed. 
Continue reading to learn about some of the most 
common symbols found on pysanka and their meaning.

WheAt

WoLves TeetH

Birds

RoSe

TRee

Nets | Sieve

The sun symbolizes different meanings like good   
fortune, patience, & is thought to have healing powers. 
When it resembles a windmill it means happiness.

Thought to represent wealth, prosperity, and good 
health.

Curls and spirals were thought to bring protection, and 
represented defense or the spiral of time.

Thought to represent male & qualities such as strength, 
vitality, leadership, dignity and perseverance.

Thought to symbolize wishes for good health, and 
good things to come from your hard work. 

Also known as the saw, is a protective symbol that 
also means loyalty and wisdom

Have multiple meanings such as a rich family life, a 
wish coming true, the anticipation of spring, and new 
beginnings. 

Thought to represent love and caring. When the 
rose is made up of diamonds, the diamonds 
represent knowledge. 

When the tree is in a pot it is called a Vazon, or the 
tree of life. It is thought to symbolize long life, good 
health, usefulness, strength.

Nets or a sieve can symbolize different things like 
gathering in or keeping close, separating good from 
evil, or even plowed fields that represent the harvest. 

A basket of decorated pysanka
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Name : ________________________________________________________
What was something you found interesting from the reading? ________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

Describe what a Kistka is. How does it work? 
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________
Use the details from the text to sketch a kistka.

Very few ancient traditions are still practiced today. Why do you think the art of 
making Pysanka is still around today?  _____________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 

Describe one of the strategies you used while reading: Visualize, make a connection, re-
reading, scanning, or questioning? ______________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Pick a word from the text you aren’t familiar with, or a term you think someone your 
age may not know. Look up the definition and describe the meaning? 
__________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________ 
Pick a favorite symbol from the reading. why is it your favorite? Do you think what it 
represents or means makes sense. _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________

Think of something you could use in your life, 
(guidance, confidence, courage, peace…etc.) 
Write the term on the line below & Design 
your own symbol in the circle provided. ____________________________
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Name : ________________________________________________________

what’s the nAme of one of the oldest symbols 
in pysanky.   __      __      __      __      __     __     __     __    __
This symbol was believed to be the name of a goddess that protected the home 
and preserved the family. It was also believed that this goddess was the creator of 
all living things and the controller of all destinies. Sometimes this symbol can be in a 
more abstract form and resemble flowers or a tree and is represented by a plant. 
When this symbol is represented by a plant it is called a vazon, or the Tree of Life. 

what does the Ukrainian word, “vAzon” literally translate to?
   __      __      __      __      __     __                                                  __     __    __

1. A wish coming true, the anticipation of spring, and new beginnings. 

2.Wishes for good health, and good things to come from your hard work. 

3. Prosperity, or rising above problems. 

4. A protective symbol that also means loyalty and wisdom

5. Represent wealth, prosperity, and good health.

6. Another word for a single Ukrainian Easter Egg

7. Youth, rebirth, health, stamina and a long life.

8. Represents beauty & joy

9. The tool used to write with wax. 

1. Goodwill, charity,  friendship, growth, and love

2. Warmth, fortune, life, growth, or memories. 

3.  Love and caring.

4. Happiness.

5. Wealth, prosperity, and good health.

6. Protection, and represented defense or the spiral of time.

7. Plural term for Pysanka

8. strength, vitality, leadership, dignity and perseverance.

9. gathering in or keeping close

Pair the meaning with the pysanka 
symbol to solve the puzzle. 
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