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THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER
Recreate the image in the square grid, on the distorted grids to give a new look 
to the original image. Focus on each square one at time matching the original 
details to fit the new sizing or proportions. Focus on the details. 

Great things are not 
done by impulse, but by 
a series of small things 

brought together. 
-Vincent Van Gogh
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Draw your own

Success is the sum of 
small efforts, 

repeated day in and 
day out.

-Robert Collier
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Draw your own image in the square grid, the recreate your image on the 
distorted grids to give a new look to the original image. Focus on each square 
one at time matching the original details to fit the new sizing or proportions. 
Focus on the details. 
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You don’t have to be great to start, 
but you have to start to be great. -Zig Ziglar

Name:_____________________________________________________________________
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This activity is all about symmetry. Again focus on the details and recreate the 
reversed image one square at a time. 



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY SCRIBBLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 5

Name:_____________________________________________________________________
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It’s the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen.
-John Wooden  ©TeachingonLemonLane

This activity is all about symmetry. Focus on the details and recreate the 
reversed image one square at a time. 
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The man who removes a mountain begins by carrying away small stones.
-Confucius©TeachingonLemonLane

T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  S C R I B B L E R
This activity is all about symmetry. Focus on the details and recreate the 
reversed image one square at a time. 



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY SCRIBBLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 5

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER

= number of squares

“Remember that guy that 
gave up? Neither does 

anyone else. 
–Unknown
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Using a single line to connect the dots below, how many squares can you find?
Rules: All 4 sides of the square must be equal, no rectangles or rhombuses.
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= number of squares

Answer Key

21
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuLOZUgkOoI
draw this without lifting your pencil or drawing a line more than once

https://curiosity.com/topics/can-you-solve-the-impossible-envelope-
drawing-puzzle-curiosity/
draw an envelope

work area

It’s not that I’m so smart, it’s just 
that I stay with problems longer.”

– Albert Einstein

©TeachingonLemonLane

Below you see the “Impossible Envelope”. Your challenge is to simply recreate 
the image, but you must adhere to the rules!
RULES: No overlapping lines, No lifting your pencil from the paper, no 
intersecting lines (your lines can’t cross over each-other)You can only draw the 
line once. 

https://curiosity.com/topics/can-you-solve-the-impossible-envelope-drawing-puzzle-curiosity/
https://curiosity.com/topics/can-you-solve-the-impossible-envelope-drawing-puzzle-curiosity/
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possible solution 

*** Remember no crossing   
   through the center
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work area
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Below you see the Tricky Triple Diamond. Can you recreate the image while 
sticking to the rules?
RULES: No overlapping lines, No lifting your pencil from the paper, You can only 
draw the line once. 

“Many of life’s failures 
are people who did not 
realize how close they 
were to success when 
they gave up.”  – Thomas Edison
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Answer Key
possible solution 

*** Remember they can only draw 
the line once, no repeats or 

lifting their pencil



Grit is doing what you 
don’t want to do, to be 
what you want to be.

-Dea Irby©TeachingonLemonLane



A Smooth Sea         

never made a            

skilled sailor 
-Franklin D. Roosevelt
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Endurance      

is not just the ability to 

bear a hard thing, 

b u t  t o  t u r n  i t  i n t o  

glory
-William Barclay
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The race  is not 

always to the swift. 
-Aesop
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c o u r a ge  i s  the  qu ie t  voi c e  a t  the  e nd  o f  the  d a y  s a y i n g ,                                        
I will try again tomorrow. 
Courage  does not always  roar.  Sometimes   

― Mary Anne Radmacher©TeachingonLemonLane



Grit                                                                               

is that 'extra something'                                                 
that separates the most 

successful people from          

the rest. It's the passion, 

perseverance, and 

stamina that we must channel           

in order to stick with our dreams 
until they become a

 reality. 
-Travis Bradberry

©TeachingonLemonLane
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Take sma l l  ste p s  every day and o ne day yo u w i l l  get  t h ere.

The Grid method has been used by artists for centuries! Even the great 
Leonardo da Vinci used it! The great thing about the Grid Method is it breaks 
the subject into small manageable tasks, almost like a puzzle. One square at a 
time recreate the details of each square. 
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“The secret of 
getting ahead 

is getting 
started. The 
secret of 
getting 

started is 
breaking your 

complex 
overwhelming 
tasks into small 

manageable 
tasks, and 
starting on 

the first one.” 
-Mark\\=]Twain

This incredible illustration was made with a single continuous line. Can you 
recreate it. This knot illustration gets a little messy, begin by finding the original 
path. Complete the image without having to repeat any of the lines, or 
retrace back to an original starting point. Your aim is one continuous line. 



When 
eating an 
elephant 
take one 
bite at    
a time.
Discussion Questions:

How does this quote and the activities relate to GRIT? Growth Mindset? Goals?

What is something BIG you want in your own life? What is a dream that if you put in the 

work could come true?

What can you do now to make this dream come true?

Discuss SMART Goals.

©TeachingonLemonLane

-Creighton Abrams
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“You need to be content with small steps. That's all life is. Small steps that you take every day so when 
you look back down the road it all adds up and you know you covered some distance. It took me a 
long time to accept that, but it's true. You need to have patience."                                - Katie Kacvinsky

Consider the images below pieces of a puzzle. Any guesses what the final 
image will be? Square by square, recreate the drawing on the separate grid 
page. Do your best to be precise on sizing and details. The more detail 
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We need to be reminded that in total and over a significant period 
of time, seemingly small things bring to pass great things.   -Dallin H. Oaks

This is your draft page. Recreate the images found on the mixed piece page. 
One square at a time match the number and letter to the square to find its 
location. Pay attention to sizing. The more precise you are the better the final 
result.
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Name:___________________________________________________________________

Name:___________________________________________________________________

T H E  B I G  S C R I B B .

T H E  B I G  S C R I B B .

With as much precision & accuracy you can muster, 
recreate the image below in either the 4in or 8in 
square option. Once everyone is finished you will put 
together the pieces to reveal the image. Once you 
understand where your piece fits, add color, details, 
or zentangles to create a piece of a masterpiece. 

With as much precision & accuracy you can muster, 
recreate the image below in either the 4in or 8in 
square option. Once everyone is finished you will put 
together the pieces to reveal the image. Once you 
understand where your piece fits, add color, details, 
or zentangles to create a piece of a masterpiece. 

subscribe to the FREE Exclusive 

Digital Resource Library at  

www.onlemonlane.com 

for the “Bite of the Elephant” 

Whole Class Grit Activity. 



Complete this reflection sheet after working on, or completing a challenge. The purpose 
of this reflection is not to reflect on whether or not you completed the challenge. Rather, 
what did you learn from it, how did you react when the task seemed to difficult, what 
was your self-talk like… Where can you grow? Where can you improve?

GRIT
DOWN TO THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y
r e f l e c t i o n

Name:__________________________________________________

Challenge Name:__________________________________________________________

THE LEARNING PIT

 The Learning Pit: Circle or color in the expression that 
best represents your attitude at the time the challenge 
ended. Explain if needed: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

Describe what you experienced during the activity, & your mindset:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

At any point during the activity did you demonstrate: Guts, Growth, Goals, 
Resilience, Resolve, Re-Do, Initiative, Integrity, Innovation, Tenacity, 
Thoroughness…etc. If not explain, if so pick 3 & explain:
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
More importantly, what can you learn from this, how can you grow or 
improve? (Not just in relation to your performance on the challenge)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Complete this reflection sheet after working on, or completing a challenge. The purpose 
of this reflection is not to reflect on whether or not you completed the challenge. Rather, 
what did you learn from it, how did you react when the task seemed to difficult, what 
was your self-talk like… Where can you grow? Where can you improve?

GRIT
DOWN TO THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y
r e f l e c t i o n

Name:__________________________________________________

Challenge Name:__________________________________________________________

THE LEARNING PIT

 The Learning Pit: Circle or color in the expression that 
best represents your attitude at the time the challenge 
ended. Explain if needed: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

Describe what you experienced during the activity, & your mindset:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

At any point during the activity did you demonstrate: Guts, Growth, Goals, 
Resilience, Resolve, Re-Do, Initiative, Integrity, Innovation, Tenacity, 
Thoroughness…etc. If not explain, if so pick 3 & explain:
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
More importantly, what can you learn from this, how can you grow or 
improve? (Not just in relation to your performance on the challenge)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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