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GRIT & GROWTH MINDSET…

D o n ’ t  j u s t  t a l k  a b o u t

EXPERIENCE IT!
then REFLECT on it

GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  

T R I A N G L EC H A L L E N G E :  # 1



Complete this reflection sheet after working on, or completing a challenge. The purpose 
of this reflection is not to reflect on whether or not you completed the challenge. Rather, 
what did you learn from it, how did you react when the task seemed to difficult, what 
was your self-talk like… Where can you grow? Where can you improve?

GRIT
DOWN TO THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y
r e f l e c t i o n

Name:__________________________________________________

Challenge Name:__________________________________________________________

THE LEARNING PIT

 The Learning Pit: Circle or color in the expression that 
best represents your attitude at the time the challenge 
ended. Explain if needed: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

Describe what you experienced during the activity, & your mindset:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

At any point during the activity did you demonstrate: Guts, Growth, Goals, 
Resilience, Resolve, Re-Do, Initiative, Integrity, Innovation, Tenacity, 
Thoroughness…etc. If not explain, if so pick 3 & explain:
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
More importantly, what can you learn from this, how can you grow or 
improve? (Not just in relation to your performance on the challenge)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Complete this reflection sheet after working on, or completing a challenge. The purpose 
of this reflection is not to reflect on whether or not you completed the challenge. Rather, 
what did you learn from it, how did you react when the task seemed to difficult, what 
was your self-talk like… Where can you grow? Where can you improve?

GRIT
DOWN TO THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y
r e f l e c t i o n

Name:__________________________________________________

Challenge Name:__________________________________________________________

THE LEARNING PIT

 The Learning Pit: Circle or color in the expression that 
best represents your attitude at the time the challenge 
ended. Explain if needed: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

Describe what you experienced during the activity, & your mindset:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

At any point during the activity did you demonstrate: Guts, Growth, Goals, 
Resilience, Resolve, Re-Do, Initiative, Integrity, Innovation, Tenacity, 
Thoroughness…etc. If not explain, if so pick 3 & explain:
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
More importantly, what can you learn from this, how can you grow or 
improve? (Not just in relation to your performance on the challenge)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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GRIT

5 6
1 2 3
4

Cut along the dashed line, then carefully cut 
out the 6 numbered circles. Use the numbers 
to arrange and rearrange on the triangle 
above as you try and solve the Magic 
Triangle!

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y T R IANGLE
C H A L L E N G E

To complete this challenge 
you must arrange the 
numbers along the 
perimeter of the triangle, 
you must use all 6 numbers 
once, and the sum of each 
side must add up to the 
magic number. 

There are 4 magic 
numbers: 9,10,11, and 12. 
Each triangle must be 
completed and signed off 
before moving on. 

Begin by cutting out the 
numbered circles on the 
bottom half of the page. 
The first magic number you 
will attempt is 9. 

9: ____________

10:____________

11:____________

12:____________

:Com p l ete & S i gn O ff :

"Don’t be afraid to fail. Be afraid not to try."           
- Michael Jordan

Magic 
Number: *9

3 4 2

3 + 4 + 2 = *9

You would then use the remaining digits to try 
and get the sum of each side to also equal the 

magic number *9

cut

©TeachingonLemonLane

Name:_______________________________



5 6 7 8 9
1 2 3 4

Cut along the dashed 
line, then carefully cut 
out the 9 numbered 
circles. Use the numbers 
to arrange and 
rearrange on the 
triangle above as you 
try and solve the Magic 
Triangle!

Can you take it to the next 
level? Continue to try and 
solve the Nitty Gritty 
Triangle with the following 
magic numbers: 17, 19, 
20, and 21. 

You will use numbers 1-9 
once. Place them around 
the perimeter. Once 
each side sum is 
the magic 
number,
you will
have 
completed 
the challenge.
Make sure to 
sign off before
moving on.
You’ve got this. 

GRIT
THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y T R IANGLE
C H A L L E N G E

:Com p l ete & S i gn O ff :

17: ____________

19:____________

20:____________

21:____________

"The harder the conflict, the 
greater the triumph."              

- George Washington

©TeachingonLemonLane

Name:_______________________________



GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  

T R I A N G L EC H A L L E N G E :  # 1

Answer Key

Magic 
Number: *9

3 4 2

5

1

6
10

5 2 3

4

1

6
11

4 5 2

1

6

3
12

4 2 6

3

5

1

1

7

6

3 8 4 2

9

5

17

1

9

4

3 7 5 2

8

6

17

1

8

3

7 6 2 4

9

5

19

1

9

2

7 5 3 4

8

6

19

2

6

4

7 8 1 3

9

5

19

2

9

1

7 5 4 3

8

6

19

7

4

3

9 5 1 8

6

2

23

7

6

1

9 4 2 8

5

3

23
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GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  

T R I A N G L EC H A L L E N G E :  # 1

Answer Key

1

7

3

9 4 2 5

8

6

20

2

7

3

8 6 1 5

9

4

20

2

9

1

8 4 3 5

7

6

20

4

7

3

6 8 1 5

9

2

20

4

9

1

6 7 2 5

8

3

20

3

9

1

7 6 2 5

8

4

20

3

8

1

9 4 2 6

7

5

21

3

7

2

9 5 1 6

8

4

21

3

6

4

8 5 1 7

9

2

21

3

9

1

8 4 2 7

6

5

21

©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  

P U Z Z L E RC H A L L E N G E :  # 3

GRIT & GROWTH MINDSET…

D o n ’ t  j u s t  t a l k  a b o u t

EXPERIENCE IT!
then REFLECT on it



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________

https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/solve-
the-l-puzzle/

Puzzler 1

Puzzler 2

“The difference between a successful person 
and others is not a lack of strength, not a 

lack of knowledge, but rather a lack in will.” 
– Vince Lombardi Jr.

After cutting out the L shaped puzzle pieces from the 
additional page begin trying to complete puzzler 1. 
Puzzler 1 will use only 4 pieces. Puzzler 2 will require all 
16. Can you get all of the pieces required to fit, no 
overlapping, and the pieces may not pass outside the 
boundaries.

©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________

To begin cut out 4 pieces. Use the 4 pieces to attempt Puzzler 1. 
When the puzzle is complete all 4 pieces will be used, facing the 
correct direction, with no overlap, and no crossing over the 
outer perimeter. Once Completed, cut out the rest of the pieces 
and use all 16 to attempt Puzzler 2.

*If possible print on a cardstock or laminate after cutting. The 
thicker the piece, the easier to move around.

Cut along dashed lines

©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________

Puzzler 1

Puzzler 2

©TeachingonLemonLane

Answer Key



1

2

1

3

4
5 6

7

8

9

10

11

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________ Can you solve the following puzzle using 
only your mind. Writing on the puzzle is 
not allowed, cutting out the pieces out 

is not allowed. Simply, you can only 
use your brain! 

In order for this puzzler to be completed
you must match the numbered 

pieces to the empty slot. 
Notice each corner must
 have a matching image

to  be completed.

"All our dreams can 
come true if we have the 
courage to pursue them."

               - Walt Disney
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1

2

1

3

4
5 6

7

8

9

10

11

3

9 4

1

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________

"All our dreams can 
come true if we have the 
courage to pursue them."

               - Walt Disney

Answer
 Key©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT Name:_______________________________

THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:________________________________________

©TeachingonLemonLane

“Failures are going to happen, and how you deal with them 
may be the most important thing in whether you succeed. You 
need fierce resolve. You need to take responsibility. You call it 
grit. I call it fortitude. The ultimate thing is that we need to 
grow over time. Demonstrate determination, resiliency, and 
tenacity. Do not let temporary setbacks become permanent 
excuses. And, finally, use mistakes and problems as 
opportunities to get better - not reasons to quit.      - Jamie Dimon

Cut:

Try your hand at the famous, 4 piece, T-
Puzzler. At first glance it’s hard to believe a 
puzzle made of only 4 pieces could have 
such bewilderment! Simply cut out the 
pieces below and arrange them until the T 
is completed. 



GRIT Name:_______________________________

THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:________________________________________

Answer
 Key©TeachingonLemonLane

Famous 
mathematical 

journalist Martin 
Gardner once 

said, “I know of no 
polygon-dissection 
puzzle with as few 
pieces that is so 

intractable.” (hard 
to control or deal with…)

Fun quote to discuss with 
class after the activity:



GRIT & GROWTH MINDSET…

D o n ’ t  j u s t  t a l k  a b o u t

EXPERIENCE IT!
then REFLECT on it

GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  
T A N G L EC H A L L E N G E :  # 2



Attempt to complete the mazes below. Begin at the start, and try and make 
your way to the designated finish. You may want to use a pencil as you try 
through trial and error. 

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY TANGLE
C H A L L E N G E # 2

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  TA N G L E

Start

Finish

Start

Finish

Start

Finish

Start

Finish

©TeachingonLemonLane"All things are difficult before they are easy." - Thomas Fuller



Attempt to complete the mazes below. Begin at the start, and try and make 
your way to the designated finish. You may want to use a pencil as you try 
through trial and error. Notice the mini mazes. They are simply there to help you 
in your attempt. 

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY TANGLE
C H A L L E N G E # 2

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  TA N G L E

Start

finish
Start

finish

Mini Maze

Mini Maze

©TeachingonLemonLane

"Anything’s 
possible if 
you’ve got 

enough nerve." 
- J.K. Rowling



Can you take it to the next level? Attempt to complete the maze below. Begin 
at the start, and try and make your way to the designated finish. You may 
want to use a pencil as you try through trial and error. 

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY TANGLE
C H A L L E N G E # 2

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  TA N G L E

Start

Finish©TeachingonLemonLane

"It does not matter how slowly you go 
as long as you do not stop."      - Confucius



GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  
T A N G L EC H A L L E N G E :  # 2

Answer Key

©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  
T A N G L EC H A L L E N G E :  # 2

Answer Key

©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  
T A N G L EC H A L L E N G E :  # 2

Answer Key
©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT & GROWTH MINDSET…

D o n ’ t  j u s t  t a l k  a b o u t

EXPERIENCE IT!
then REFLECT on it

GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  

C O N F U Z Z L E RC H A L L E N G E :  # 4



 1.     Secret

secret

secret

 9.    YOUR TIME

 2. give   get
    give   get
    give   get
    give   get

 10. 
 SEGG        GEGS 
 GGES        EGSG

 3. 
abcdefghijklmn
opqrstvwxyz

 11.
         

4.       cover
cover   head  cover
           cover

 12.

        JACK
  
  5. 

 lady  lady  lady
 13.
       TRAVEL
    CCCCCCCCCCC

 17.
      HOROBOD

 18.              O  0
                  0  0
                  0  0
                  0  0 

 19. 
       I         A
            N
        R        B

 20.
       GUN, JR.

 21.
        SMOKE                             

6.        yourself
     C    yourself
           yourself
           yourself 

 14.          WORDS
FUNNY     WORDS
FUNNY     WORDS
              WORDS

 22. 

7. 

talk

15.       
          REST
          YOU’RE

 23.

       FAREDCE

8. 
         HEAD
         HEELS

 16.
  
      VA   DERS

 24. 
          KNEE
      UR FULL OF

ISSUES ISSUES 
ISSUES ISSUES 
ISSUES ISSUES 
ISSUES ISSUES 
ISSUES ISSUES

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY CONFUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E # 4

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y CONFUZZLER

S
T

I
C

K

G

POT

Below you will find a series of Rebus Puzzles. (a riddle made up of words, symbols, 
pictures…etc) Often the answer is a well know saying, or phrase. Pay attention to 
repetition, placement, size, number…etc. The solution to a rebus is all in the details. 
Record your answer to the right. **Hint: if your solution feels random likely it is not the 
solution. There tends to be an AHA moment when solving a Rebus!

©TeachingonLemonLane



 1.      9.   

2. 
 | r | E | a | D | I | N | G |

 10. 

 3.  11.
         

4.     

 Mil |ONE| Lion

 12.

       
  
  5.  13.
            

 17.
      

 18.

 19. 

 20.
             
       

 21.

6.         14.          22. 

7. 

    fair     

15.       
         

 23.
         Mary
       + MARY
     

8. 
    
    aid  aid  aid

 16.
  
     

 24. 
        

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY CONFUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E # 4

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y CONFUZZLER
Below you will find a series of Rebus Puzzles. (a riddle made up of words, symbols, 
pictures…etc) Often the answer is a well know saying, or phrase. Pay attention to 
repetition, placement, size, number…etc. The solution to a rebus is all in the details. 
Record your answer to the right. **Hint: if your solution feels random likely it is not the 
solution. There tends to be an AHA moment when solving a Rebus!

©TeachingonLemonLane

I’m

sand

Somewhere

fast
personality
personality

dozen  o_er_T_O_

e

lem
aid

meal meal

 neafriended

1d2r3a4c5u6l7a
8

1 
end 
3 

end 
5 

end 
7

e l in   p u

 knee 
lights

e

f

c   
flictt e r  o f  est

c   
flict



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY CONFUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E # 4

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y CONFUZZLER
Below are a mixture of puzzles, rebuses and brain teasers, all designed to make 
you look at things differently. The solution is often simple, however the process 
to find it is not. When stuck, consider asking yourself if there is another way you 
could look at the problem. 

©TeachingonLemonLane

1. 

2. Would you 
rather have a 
crocodile attack 
you or an 
alligator?

3. Which watch is 
real & which is a toy

4. Rearrange the 
letters in:

N e w  D o o r
to make one Word. 

6. make the following 
equation true by 
adding only one line.

 7. There are 8 people 
at your party. 
making only 3 cuts, 
can you slice the 
cake into 8 pieces?

8. Can you make the 
equation true by moving 
only one pencil from one 
place to another?

9. what comes next?

elgnairt   erauqs   
nogatnep    nogaxeh   
nogatpeh   _______ 

5. 10. Explain the puzzle:

     2  +  2  =  fish
    3  +  3  =  eight
     7  +   7  =  Triangle

O

your wealthy uncle puts 
a small coin in an empty 
wine bottle and replaces 
the cork, promising you 
$1,000.00 if you can get 
the coin out. However if 
you take the cork out, or 
break the bottle in the 
process, you owe him 
$1,000. What do yo do?

5   5   5   5 =555+ + +



Exp:   CAT = ACT,    ANAGRAM = NAG A RAM,    STATUE OF LIBERTY = BUILT TO STAY FREE,  
THE EYES = THEY SEE,    LISTEN = SILENT,   A GENTLEMAN = ELEGANT MAN,    NIGHT = THING

anagrams

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY CONFUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E # 4

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y CONFUZZLER
Below you will find groups of anagrams. Anagrams are words or phrases that use 
exactly the same amount and letters to create another word or phrase. Sometimes the 
pairs make sense, and are even related, other times they are simply gibberish. 
Anagrams are often used in literature as a way to give clues that often go unnoticed 
until revealed. (Harry Potter, The DaVinci Code, A Series of Unfortunate Events, and 

©TeachingonLemonLane

1.      melon
Barty RR West

I Peep Plan
go Man

2.     genre
Quite Sour

Rage on
Love it

3.   I Garden
I Match Teams

Rat
it is old causes

4.  a New Hello
tis charms

teaser
invades neatly

5.    clip en
cross sis
remarks
Say Corn

 6.    c score
ballet Bask

heck yo
bells baa

7.   all Vain
bumble bug

on top alien
ok do a nice scream

8. Your Turn: 

With the anagrams below you must solve 
the puzzle by finding a category each 
group of words belong in. 

Make another Anagram or pick 
from one of the following word 

puzzles listed. Next, flip the page 
over and try to create your own!

Pangram: A sentence that “pans” the entire alphabet. 
Meaning every letter of the alphabet is used in the sentence. 
Exp: The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. 

Lipogram: Different from a pangram, a lipogram is a longer 
piece of writing that doesn’t use one or more letters. Exp: The 
novel “Gadsby” doesn’t contain a single letter e!

Heterogram: A word, sentence or phrase where a letter of 
the alphabet is only used once. One of the longest 
Heterogram contains 20 letters: The big dwarf only jumps. 



 1.     Secret

secret

secret

Top Secret  9.    YOUR TIME

 2. give   get
    give   get
    give   get
    give   get

Forgive and 
Forget

 10. 
 SEGG        GEGS 
 GGES        EGSG

 3. 
abcdefghijklmn
opqrstvwxyz

Missing You  11.
         

4.       cover
cover   head  cover
           cover

Head for Cover  12.

        JACK
  
  5. 

 lady  lady  lady
first lady  13.

       TRAVEL
    CCCCCCCCCCC

YOUR TIME IS UP

SCRAMBLED EGGS

STICK AROUND 

JACK IN THE BOX

TRAVEL OVER 
SEAS

 17.
      HOROBOD

 18.              O  0
                  0  0
                  0  0
                  0  0 

 19. 
       I         A
            N
        R        B

 20.
       GUN, JR.

 21.
        SMOKE                             

6.        yourself
     C    yourself
           yourself
           yourself 

See for yourself  14.          WORDS
FUNNY     WORDS
FUNNY     WORDS
              WORDS

TOO FUNNY FOR 
WORDS

 22. 

7. 

talk

small talk 15.       
          REST
          YOU’RE

YOU’RE UNDER 
ARREST

 23.

       FAREDCE

8. 
         HEAD
         HEELS

BREAKFAST
OR 

BIG BREAKFAST

 16.
  
      VA   DERS

SPACE INVADERS  24. 
          KNEE
      UR FULL OF

ROBIN HOOD

POTATOES

SCATTER BRAIN

SON OF A GUN

GO UP IN SMOKE

TENNIS SHOES

RED IN THE FACE

YOU’RE FULL OF 
BOLOGNA

ISSUES ISSUES 
ISSUES ISSUES 
ISSUES ISSUES 
ISSUES ISSUES 
ISSUES ISSUES

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY CONFUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E # 4

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y CONFUZZLER

S
T

I
C

K

G

POT

Answer Key



 1.     I’m on top of the 
world

 9.   

2. 
 | r | E | a | D | I | N | G |

Reading between 
the lines

 10. 

 3. SandBox  11.
         

4.     

 Mil |ONE| Lion

one in a million  12.

       
  
  5. breakfast

or 
big breakfast

 13.
            

A Friend in Need

strawberry 
Lemonade

Between a rock 
and a hard Spot

Somewhere over 
the rainbow

count dracula

 17.
      

 18.

 19. 

 20.
             
       

 21.

6.        split personality  14.         silly face  22. 

7. 

    fair     

fair and square 15.       
         

balanced meal  23.
         Mary
       + MARY
     

8. 
    
    aid  aid  aid

First Aid  16.
  
     

half a dozen
or 6

 24. 
        

neon Lights

Conflict of 
Interest

line up in 
alphabetical 

order

odds and Ends

be right back

back to square 
one

summary

painless 
operation

GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY CONFUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 4

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y CONFUZZLER
Below you will find a series of Rebus Puzzles. (a riddle made up of words, symbols, 
pictures…etc) Often the answer is a well know saying, or phrase. Pay attention to 
repetition, placement, size, number…etc. The solution to a rebus is all in the details. 
Record your answer to the right. **Hint: if your solution feels random likely it is not the 
solution. There tends to be an AHA moment when solving a Rebus!

©TeachingonLemonLane

I’m

sand

Somewhere

fast
personality
personality

dozen  o_er_T_O_

e

lem
aid

meal meal

 neafriended

1d2r3a4c5u6l7a
8

1 
end 
3 

end 
5 

end 
7

e l in   p u

 knee 
lights

e

f

t e r  o f  est

c   
flict



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY CONFUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E # 4

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y CONFUZZLER

©TeachingonLemonLane

1. 

2. Would you 
rather have a 
crocodile attack 
you or an 
alligator?

oh Say can you see

Grammar Trick: I’d 
rather have a 
crocodile attack 
an alligator…

3. Which watch is 
real & which is a toy

Can they explain their 
answer: The second 

hand is too long 
to make it 
around the 

watch.

4. Rearrange the 
letters in:

N e w  D o o r
to make one Word. 

The answer is 
literally in the 
question:
one word = new door 

6. make the following 
equation true by 
adding only one line.

 7. There are 8 people 
at your party. 
making only 3 cuts, 
can you slice the 
cake into 8 pieces?

8. Can you make the 
equation true by moving 
only one pencil from one 
place to another?

9. what comes next?

elgnairt   erauqs   
nogatnep    nogaxeh   
nogatpeh   _______ 

the line changes 
the + to a 4 making 
it: 545+5+5=555

2 slices through the 
top, 1 horizontally 
through the middle

By changing the 8 
to  6 , and the 6 to 
an 8 the equation 
is True.

nogatco=octagon

all polygons 
spelled backwards.

5. press the cork 
into the bottle. 
Simply shake it 
until the coin 
falls out.

10. Explain the puzzle:

     2  +  2  =  fish
    3  +  3  =  eight
     7  +   7  =  Triangle

By flipping 
the number

& combining  
the two, the 

image is made!

O

2       

3       

7         

your wealthy uncle puts 
a small coin in an empty 
wine bottle and replaces 
the cork, promising you 
$1,000.00 if you can get 
the coin out. However if 
you take the cork out, or 
break the bottle in the 
process, you owe him 
$1,000. What do yo do?

5   5   5   5 =555+ + +

5   5   5   5 =555+ + +

Answer Key



Exp:   CAT = ACT,    ANAGRAM = NAG A RAM,    STATUE OF LIBERTY = BUILT TO STAY FREE,  
THE EYES = THEY SEE,    LISTEN = SILENT,   A GENTLEMAN = ELEGANT MAN,    NIGHT = THING

anagrams

GRIT
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Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y CONFUZZLER
Below you will find groups of anagrams. Anagrams are words or phrases that use 
exactly the same amount and letters to create another word or phrase. Sometimes the 
pairs make sense, and are even related, other times they are simply gibberish. 
Anagrams are often used in literature as a way to give clues that often go unnoticed 
until revealed. (Harry Potter, The DaVinci Code, A Series of Unfortunate Events, and 

©TeachingonLemonLane

1.      melon
Barty RR West

I Peep Plan
go Man

2.     genre
Quite Sour

Rage on
Love it

Types of 
Fruits:

Lemon, strawberry, 
pinapple, mango

Colors:
Green, Turquoise, 
orange, violet

3.   I Garden
I Match Teams

Rat
it is old causes

subjects: 
Reading, 

mathematics, art, 
social studies

4.  a New Hello
tis charms

teaser
invades neatly

HOlidays:
Halloween, 
christmas, 

easter
Valentine’s Day

5.    clip en
cross sis
remarks
Say Corn

 6.     recos
ballet Bask

heck yo
bells baa

7.   all Vain
bumble bug

on top alien
ok do a nice scream

8. Your Turn: 

School 
Supplies:

pencil, scissors, 
markers, crayons

sports:
soccer, basketball, 
hockey, baseball

Ice Cream 
Flavors: 
vanilla, bubblegum, 
neopolitan, 
cookies and Cream

With the anagrams below you must solve 
the puzzle by finding a category each 
group of words belong in. 

Make another Anagram or pick 
from one of the following word 

puzzles listed. Next, flip the page 
over and try to create your own!

Pangram: A sentence that “pans” the entire alphabet. 
Meaning every letter of the alphabet is used in the sentence. 
Exp: The quick brown fox jumps over the lazy dog. 

Lipogram: Different from a pangram, a lipogram is a longer 
piece of writing that doesn’t use one or more letters. Exp: The 
novel “Gadsby” doesn’t contain a single letter e!

Heterogram: A word, sentence or phrase where a letter of 
the alphabet is only used once. One of the longest 
Heterogram contains 20 letters: The big dwarf only jumps. 

Answer Key



GRIT & GROWTH MINDSET…

D o n ’ t  j u s t  t a l k  a b o u t

EXPERIENCE IT!
then REFLECT on it

GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  

S C R I B B L E RC H A L L E N G E :  # 5

28+ pages



GRIT No Guts, No Glory, No Legend, No Story.

C H A L L E N G E # 5
©TeachingonLemonLane

THE NIT TY GRIT TY SCRIBBLER

Open the separate pdf from 
file to find printer version.



No Guts, No Glory, No Legend, No Story.GRIT
C H A L L E N G E # 5

©TeachingonLemonLane

THE NIT TY GRIT TY SCRIBBLER Answer Key
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THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER
Recreate the image in the square grid, on the distorted grids to give a new look 
to the original image. Focus on each square one at time matching the original 
details to fit the new sizing or proportions. Focus on the details. 

Great things are not 
done by impulse, but by 
a series of small things 

brought together. 
-Vincent Van Gogh

©TeachingonLemonLane
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Name:_______________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER

Draw your own

Success is the sum of 
small efforts, 

repeated day in and 
day out.

-Robert Collier

©TeachingonLemonLane

Draw your own image in the square grid, the recreate your image on the 
distorted grids to give a new look to the original image. Focus on each square 
one at time matching the original details to fit the new sizing or proportions. 
Focus on the details. 
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You don’t have to be great to start, 
but you have to start to be great. -Zig Ziglar

Name:_____________________________________________________________________
©TeachingonLemonLane

This activity is all about symmetry. Again focus on the details and recreate the 
reversed image one square at a time. 
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T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  S C R I B B L E R

It’s the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen.
-John Wooden  ©TeachingonLemonLane

This activity is all about symmetry. Focus on the details and recreate the 
reversed image one square at a time. 
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The man who removes a mountain begins by carrying away small stones.
-Confucius©TeachingonLemonLane

T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  S C R I B B L E R
This activity is all about symmetry. Focus on the details and recreate the 
reversed image one square at a time. 



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY SCRIBBLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 5

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER

= number of squares

“Remember that guy that 
gave up? Neither does 

anyone else. 
–Unknown

©TeachingonLemonLane

Using a single line to connect the dots below, how many squares can you find?
Rules: All 4 sides of the square must be equal, no rectangles or rhombuses.
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THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER

= number of squares

Answer Key

21
©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY SCRIBBLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 5

Name:_____________________________________________________________________

THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NuLOZUgkOoI
draw this without lifting your pencil or drawing a line more than once

https://curiosity.com/topics/can-you-solve-the-impossible-envelope-
drawing-puzzle-curiosity/
draw an envelope

work area

It’s not that I’m so smart, it’s just 
that I stay with problems longer.”

– Albert Einstein

©TeachingonLemonLane

Below you see the “Impossible Envelope”. Your challenge is to simply recreate 
the image, but you must adhere to the rules!
RULES: No overlapping lines, No lifting your pencil from the paper, no 
intersecting lines (your lines can’t cross over each-other)You can only draw the 
line once. 

https://curiosity.com/topics/can-you-solve-the-impossible-envelope-drawing-puzzle-curiosity/
https://curiosity.com/topics/can-you-solve-the-impossible-envelope-drawing-puzzle-curiosity/


GRIT
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THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER
Answer Key

possible solution 

*** Remember no crossing   
   through the center

©TeachingonLemonLane
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THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER

work area

©TeachingonLemonLane

Below you see the Tricky Triple Diamond. Can you recreate the image while 
sticking to the rules?
RULES: No overlapping lines, No lifting your pencil from the paper, You can only 
draw the line once. 

“Many of life’s failures 
are people who did not 
realize how close they 
were to success when 
they gave up.”  – Thomas Edison
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Answer Key
possible solution 

*** Remember they can only draw 
the line once, no repeats or 

lifting their pencil



Grit is doing what you 
don’t want to do, to be 
what you want to be.

-Dea Irby©TeachingonLemonLane



A Smooth Sea         

never made a            

skilled sailor 
-Franklin D. Roosevelt

©TeachingonLemonLane



Endurance      

is not just the ability to 

bear a hard thing, 

b u t  t o  t u r n  i t  i n t o  

glory
-William Barclay

©TeachingonLemonLane



The race  is not 

always to the swift. 
-Aesop

©TeachingonLemonLane



c o u r a ge  i s  the  qu ie t  voi c e  a t  the  e nd  o f  the  d a y  s a y i n g ,                                        
I will try again tomorrow. 
Courage  does not always  roar.  Sometimes   

― Mary Anne Radmacher©TeachingonLemonLane



Grit                                                                               

is that 'extra something'                                                 
that separates the most 

successful people from          

the rest. It's the passion, 

perseverance, and 

stamina that we must channel           

in order to stick with our dreams 
until they become a

 reality. 
-Travis Bradberry

©TeachingonLemonLane
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T H E  N I T T Y  G R I T T Y  S C R I B B L E R

©TeachingonLemonLane
Take sma l l  ste p s  every day and o ne day yo u w i l l  get  t h ere.

The Grid method has been used by artists for centuries! Even the great 
Leonardo da Vinci used it! The great thing about the Grid Method is it breaks 
the subject into small manageable tasks, almost like a puzzle. One square at a 
time recreate the details of each square. 
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THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y SCR IBBLER

©TeachingonLemonLane

“The secret of 
getting ahead 

is getting 
started. The 
secret of 
getting 

started is 
breaking your 

complex 
overwhelming 
tasks into small 

manageable 
tasks, and 
starting on 

the first one.” 
-Mark\\=]Twain

This incredible illustration was made with a single continuous line. Can you 
recreate it. This knot illustration gets a little messy, begin by finding the original 
path. Complete the image without having to repeat any of the lines, or 
retrace back to an original starting point. Your aim is one continuous line. 



When 
eating an 
elephant 
take one 
bite at    
a time.
Discussion Questions:

How does this quote and the activities relate to GRIT? Growth Mindset? Goals?

What is something BIG you want in your own life? What is a dream that if you put in the 

work could come true?

What can you do now to make this dream come true?

Discuss SMART Goals.

©TeachingonLemonLane

-Creighton Abrams
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1A 1B 1C

2A 2B 2C

3A 3B 3C

4A 4B 4C

1D

2D

3D

4D

5A                     5B   5C 5D

6A 6B 6C 6D

7A 7B 7C 7D

8A 8B 8C                      8D

1E

2E

3E

  4E

5E

   6E

  7E

                      8E

1F

2F

3F

4F

5F

6F

                  7F

8F

1G

2G

3G

4G

 5G

6G

7G

8G

1H

2H

3H

4H

5H

6H

7H

8H

Answer Key
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Name:___________________________________________________________
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“You need to be content with small steps. That's all life is. Small steps that you take every day so when 
you look back down the road it all adds up and you know you covered some distance. It took me a 
long time to accept that, but it's true. You need to have patience."                                - Katie Kacvinsky

Consider the images below pieces of a puzzle. Any guesses what the final 
image will be? Square by square, recreate the drawing on the separate grid 
page. Do your best to be precise on sizing and details. The more detail 



1A 1B 1C

2A 2B 2C

3A 3B 3C

4A 4B 4C

1D

2D

3D

4D

5A                     5B   5C 5D

6A 6B 6C 6D

7A 7B 7C 7D

8A 8B 8C                      8D

1E

2E

3E

  4E

5E

   6E

  7E

                      8E

1F

2F

3F

4F

5F

6F

                  7F

8F

1G

2G

3G

4G

 5G

6G

7G

8G

1H

2H

3H

4H

5H

6H

7H

8H

GRIT
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©TeachingonLemonLane
Name:_____________________________________________________________________

We need to be reminded that in total and over a significant period 
of time, seemingly small things bring to pass great things.   -Dallin H. Oaks

This is your draft page. Recreate the images found on the mixed piece page. 
One square at a time match the number and letter to the square to find its 
location. Pay attention to sizing. The more precise you are the better the final 
result.
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Name:___________________________________________________________________

Name:___________________________________________________________________

T H E  B I G  S C R I B B .

T H E  B I G  S C R I B B .

With as much precision & accuracy you can muster, 
recreate the image below in either the 4in or 8in 
square option. Once everyone is finished you will put 
together the pieces to reveal the image. Once you 
understand where your piece fits, add color, details, 
or zentangles to create a piece of a masterpiece. 

With as much precision & accuracy you can muster, 
recreate the image below in either the 4in or 8in 
square option. Once everyone is finished you will put 
together the pieces to reveal the image. Once you 
understand where your piece fits, add color, details, 
or zentangles to create a piece of a masterpiece. 

subscribe to the Exclusive 
Digital Resource Library at  

www.onlemonlane.com 
for the “Bite of the Elephant” 
Whole Class Grit Activity. 



Want More?

GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  

T H I N G A M A J I GC H A L L E N G E :  # 6

Check out www.onlemonlane.com for the 
e x c l u s i v e ,  a n d  F R E E  

N i t ty  G r i t ty  C h a l l e n g e  # 6  
featuring more hands-on, kinesthetic activities

>The Big Scribb Class Mural< >Origami< >Long-
Term Physical Goal< >Magic Paper< >Felt Braid 
Magic< >Paper Walk< >Tangled Rope & Bead<
Simply sign-up for access to the FREE & EXCLUSIVE Digital Library


