
GRIT T H E  N I T T Y  
G R I T T Y  

P U Z Z L E RC H A L L E N G E :  # 3

GRIT & GROWTH MINDSET…

D o n ’ t  j u s t  t a l k  a b o u t

EXPERIENCE IT!
then REFLECT on it



GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________

https://blog.doublehelix.csiro.au/solve-
the-l-puzzle/

Puzzler 1

Puzzler 2

“The difference between a successful person 
and others is not a lack of strength, not a 

lack of knowledge, but rather a lack in will.” 
– Vince Lombardi Jr.

After cutting out the L shaped puzzle pieces from the 
additional page begin trying to complete puzzler 1. 
Puzzler 1 will use only 4 pieces. Puzzler 2 will require all 
16. Can you get all of the pieces required to fit, no 
overlapping, and the pieces may not pass outside the 
boundaries.
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GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________

To begin cut out 4 pieces. Use the 4 pieces to attempt Puzzler 1. 
When the puzzle is complete all 4 pieces will be used, facing the 
correct direction, with no overlap, and no crossing over the 
outer perimeter. Once Completed, cut out the rest of the pieces 
and use all 16 to attempt Puzzler 2.

*If possible print on a cardstock or laminate after cutting. The 
thicker the piece, the easier to move around.

Cut along dashed lines
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GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________

Puzzler 1

Puzzler 2

©TeachingonLemonLane

Answer Key
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GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________ Can you solve the following puzzle using 
only your mind. Writing on the puzzle is 
not allowed, cutting out the pieces out 

is not allowed. Simply, you can only 
use your brain! 

In order for this puzzler to be completed
you must match the numbered 

pieces to the empty slot. 
Notice each corner must
 have a matching image

to  be completed.

"All our dreams can 
come true if we have the 
courage to pursue them."

               - Walt Disney
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GRIT
THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:_______________________________

"All our dreams can 
come true if we have the 
courage to pursue them."

               - Walt Disney

Answer
 Key©TeachingonLemonLane



GRIT Name:_______________________________

THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:________________________________________

©TeachingonLemonLane

“Failures are going to happen, and how you deal with them 
may be the most important thing in whether you succeed. You 
need fierce resolve. You need to take responsibility. You call it 
grit. I call it fortitude. The ultimate thing is that we need to 
grow over time. Demonstrate determination, resiliency, and 
tenacity. Do not let temporary setbacks become permanent 
excuses. And, finally, use mistakes and problems as 
opportunities to get better - not reasons to quit.      - Jamie Dimon

Cut:

Try your hand at the famous, 4 piece, T-
Puzzler. At first glance it’s hard to believe a 
puzzle made of only 4 pieces could have 
such bewilderment! Simply cut out the 
pieces below and arrange them until the T 
is completed. 



GRIT Name:_______________________________

THE NIT TY GRIT TY PUZZLER
C H A L L E N G E  # 3

Name:________________________________________

Answer
 Key©TeachingonLemonLane

Famous 
mathematical 

journalist Martin 
Gardner once 

said, “I know of no 
polygon-dissection 
puzzle with as few 
pieces that is so 

intractable.” (hard 
to control or deal with…)

Fun quote to discuss with 
class after the activity:



Complete this reflection sheet after working on, or completing a challenge. The purpose 
of this reflection is not to reflect on whether or not you completed the challenge. Rather, 
what did you learn from it, how did you react when the task seemed to difficult, what 
was your self-talk like… Where can you grow? Where can you improve?

GRIT
DOWN TO THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y
r e f l e c t i o n

Name:__________________________________________________

Challenge Name:__________________________________________________________

THE LEARNING PIT

 The Learning Pit: Circle or color in the expression that 
best represents your attitude at the time the challenge 
ended. Explain if needed: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

Describe what you experienced during the activity, & your mindset:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

At any point during the activity did you demonstrate: Guts, Growth, Goals, 
Resilience, Resolve, Re-Do, Initiative, Integrity, Innovation, Tenacity, 
Thoroughness…etc. If not explain, if so pick 3 & explain:
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
More importantly, what can you learn from this, how can you grow or 
improve? (Not just in relation to your performance on the challenge)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

Complete this reflection sheet after working on, or completing a challenge. The purpose 
of this reflection is not to reflect on whether or not you completed the challenge. Rather, 
what did you learn from it, how did you react when the task seemed to difficult, what 
was your self-talk like… Where can you grow? Where can you improve?

GRIT
DOWN TO THE NI T T Y GR I T T Y
r e f l e c t i o n

Name:__________________________________________________

Challenge Name:__________________________________________________________

THE LEARNING PIT

 The Learning Pit: Circle or color in the expression that 
best represents your attitude at the time the challenge 
ended. Explain if needed: 

________________________________________

________________________________________

Describe what you experienced during the activity, & your mindset:

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

At any point during the activity did you demonstrate: Guts, Growth, Goals, 
Resilience, Resolve, Re-Do, Initiative, Integrity, Innovation, Tenacity, 
Thoroughness…etc. If not explain, if so pick 3 & explain:
_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________
More importantly, what can you learn from this, how can you grow or 
improve? (Not just in relation to your performance on the challenge)

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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